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Thuma Mina Friday  

Speech - Handing over of Library Books 

______________________________________ 

Mayor and Councillors present; 

Senior officials from the Department of Education; 

Religious Leaders present; 

School Principals and Educators; 

SGB Members and the school community; 

Most importantly, our learners; 

 

Programme Director, 

The Northern Cape Department of Education has made 

concerted efforts to eradicate illiteracy in our Province. We 

regard literacy, both reading and writing as a basic human 

right, leading to the empowerment of an individual towards 

self-actualisation contributing to the improvement of 

society.  

 

 



2 | P a g e  

 

Fortunate as we are, Government has noted that our 

people are not reading as they should. National and 

International studies have shown over a number of years 

that South African children are not reading at age 

appropriate levels and are unable to execute tasks that 

demonstrate key skills associated with Literacy. 

 

Therefore, the Department of Basic Education has 

introduced a four year (2015-2019) long national 

celebration of reading to inspire and build national interest 

amongst learners, parents, teachers and business 

communities to improve learners’ competence in the area 

of Literacy. It created opportunities to motivate 

communities to read for enjoyment, educational attainment 

and personal development. 

 

The formal teaching of reading skills by schools is crucial, 

but learners learn to read well and with understanding, 

through reading on their own. The more they read with 

enjoyment, the better their reading becomes.  
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Children need support and encouragement to discover the 

pleasure of reading and to become lifelong readers and 

learners. Reading for pleasure develops vocabulary and 

general knowledge. 

 

Better reading skills have a positive impact on all aspects 

of learning. Learners are able to understand the content of 

textbooks. They are able to interpret test and examination 

questions and respond to what has been asked. 

 

Learners must have access to a range of reading material 

which stimulates their interest. The reading resources 

must be at and just beyond their reading level. They must 

have a choice to ensure that they enjoy what they read. 

They must also be given time to read in quiet and comfort. 

Giving learners time to read results in them reading more. 
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Every child should be availed time every day to read 

independently. During the time set aside for reading, the 

teachers, parents or other relevant adults should also be 

reading for pleasure. This enables the adults to set a good 

example of the behaviour they expect from learners. In the 

Foundation Phase the teacher can read aloud at the 

beginning of the period to set the mood. The length of time 

given to silent reading should be increased as learners’ 

reading skills and attention span improve. Picture reading 

is also reading and can be done by learners in the very 

first stage of reading to develop a love of reading and 

books. The silent reading aspect must be included from 

the very beginning, if only for a short time. 

 

Even slow and reluctant readers can become willing to 

read more if they are given access to easier reading 

material, just below their reading level, to boost their self-

confidence. 
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The benefits of reading for pleasure do not only apply to 

children, but also to youth and adults. Reading improves 

language skills, increases general knowledge, opens 

doors, benefits careers and enables people to become 

active and productive members of society. 

 

Parents should read to children from a very early age, 

even before they can talk. Parents talk and sing to babies, 

and that is how they learn to talk. Reading to them is part 

of this process. If parents read to children daily, even after 

they have learnt to read themselves, they associate 

reading and books with closeness, caring and happiness. 

They develop a love for books that is likely to last 

throughout life. They also learn how a book works and 

how it is handled. This gives them a head start when they 

go to school. 

 

Parents or guardians who cannot read should tell their 

children stories and let the children look at picture books 

and make up their own stories.  
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Listening to stories, whether they are read or told, is 

enjoyable and creates an appetite for more stories, which 

encourages children to learn to read and to read. It is just 

as important that crèches and pre-schools should read, tell 

stories and allow children to become familiar with books. 

 

When children have learnt to read, every household 

should have at least half an hour reading time in the 

evening where everybody in the home, including the 

adults, read for pleasure. This is just as important as 

homework or household tasks. 

 

While the improvement in learner achievement is an 

important aim of the Read to Lead Campaign, we also 

expect all children to make reading a lifestyle choice. We 

need the collective support of everyone to change 

attitudes and instil passion for this critical skill. 
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Today, we are here to donate library books to this school 

and instil a culture of reading amongst learners. We 

encourage educators and learners to make use of the 

library books to ensure that every child of school going 

age can read with understanding. We expect schools to 

have structured 30-minute reading period per week to 

promote a culture of life-long reading. 

  

In conclusion, a widespread culture of reading and writing 

will assist us as a nation to meet the demands of 

developing a knowledgeable society that will lead to 

prosperity in our Province. Our efforts of developing a 

reading nation should not stop there. Let us inculcate the 

culture of reading as an integral part of our daily lives. 

 

I thank you! 


